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who am I?
• retired, living in Northern California 

• creator of  the 11ty Bundle 

• https://11tybundle.dev 

• a curated feed of  11ty resources 

• spent a lot of  years in tech of  various forms

https://11tybundle.dev


what i’ll be covering

• elements of  my books page 

• bits of  11ty that make it work 

• data & code for those bits 

• how I add new books 

• book pages that inspired me





the 11ty bits

• global data in the _data directory 

• JSON for the books 

• JS data computed over the JSON data 

• a JS filter 

• a nunjucks template and an include



src directory structure

source is available at https://github.com/bobmonsour/bobmonsour.com

https://github.com/bobmonsour/bobmonsour.com


the relevant parts

• books.json — all of  the book data 

• books.js — js data computed over books.json 

• books.njk — the books page template 

• bookitem.njk — include template for each book 

• bookrating.js — filter rating number into stars



source of  the book data
• export from Goodreads, no longer has an API 

• exports as a CSV file 

• upload the CSV to Google Sheets 

• trim down the data to the essentials 

• export Google Sheet data to CSV 

• convert the CSV to an array of  JSON objects









an array entry in books.json
 { 
   "title": "Let the Great World Spin”,  
   "author": "Colum McCann", 
   "ISBN": 9780812973990, 
   "rating": 5, 
   "yearRead": "2024/12/22", 
   "localCover": true 
 }



getting a cover and a ‘buy’ link

• covers from https://openlibrary.org 

• most, but not all 

• others manually from Amazon 

• buy links from https://bookshop.org 

• most

https://openlibrary.org
https://bookshop.org


fetchable covers vs local covers

{%- if book.localCover -%} 
  <img src="/assets/img/{{ book.title | slugify }}.jpg"> 
{%- else -%} 
  <img src="https://covers.openlibrary.org/b/isbn/{{ book.ISBN }}-M.jpg"> 
{%- endif -%}

img alt text not included here for readability





creating a ‘buy’ link
 {%- set bookshop_base = "https://bookshop.org/a/109591/" -%} 
 <a href="{{ bookshop_base}}{{ book.ISBN }}"> 
  {%- if book.localCover -%} 
   <img src="/assets/img/{{ book.title | slugify }}.jpg"> 
  {%- else -%} 
   <img src="https://covers.openlibrary.org/b/isbn/{{ book.ISBN }}-M.jpg"> 
  {%- endif -%} 

 </a>

img alt text not included here for readability



turn a numeric rating to ★s

• ratings range from 1 to 5  

• an 11ty filter converts it to a star rating 

• let’s look at the code…bookrating.js



generating the ‘year’ nav

 <div class="bookyears"> 
   {% for year in books.years %} 
     <a href="#{{ year.year }}">{{ year.year | replace("y", "") }}</a> 
     {% if  not loop.last %} / {% endif %} 
   {% endfor %} 
 </div>

• where does books.years come from? 

• let’s look at the code…books.js



3 segments of  the page

• currently reading 

• the dated books 

• the undated books 

• each generated by JS data functions



special cases: currently & undated

 { 
   "title": "The Path to Power”,  
   "author": "Robert A. Caro", 
   "ISBN": "9780679729457", 
   "rating": "", 
   "yearRead": "currently" 
 }

 { 
   "title": "Bird by Bird”,  
   "author": "Anne Lamott", 
   "ISBN": 9780385480017, 
   "rating": 5, 
   "yearRead": "undated", 
   "localCover": true 
  }







let’s look at the code for each
• currently reading 

• dated books 

• undated books 

…books.js & books.njk



how I add new books

• a VS Code snippet 

• let’s tale a look



book pages that inspired me

• Chazz Basuta and how he built it 

• Cory Dransfeldt and how he built it 

• Dan Jewett 

• Melanie Richards and how she built it 

• Sean Voisen

these are included at the end of  my blog post on this topic

https://thisguise.wtf/bookshelf/
https://thisguise.wtf/blog/2024/12/06/building-a-goodreads-bookshelf-for-11ty/
https://coryd.dev/books/
https://coryd.dev/posts/2024/building-out-a-books-page/
https://danjewett.net/books/
https://melanie-richards.com/currently/reading/
https://melanie-richards.com/blog/new-reading-page/
https://sean.voisen.org/bookshelf/
https://bobmonsour.com/blog/building-the-book-page/


what we covered

• elements of  my books page 

• bits of  11ty that make it work 

• data & code for those bits 

• how I add new books 

• book pages that inspired me



! thank you for watching !

QUESTIONS???

• slides will be available 

• i’ll share a post once the video is posted


